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Describing photos
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1	 Choose the correct answers.

1	 The house that the police officer describes is
a	 big and probably quite old.
b	 large and modern.
c	 a small old-fashioned cottage.

2	 The house
a	 is definitely in England.
b	 looks English.
c	 is probably not in England.

3	 The people in the garden are
a	 eating a birthday cake.
b	 preparing a party.
c	 having a good time.

4	 The man behind the tree is
a	 a criminal.
b	 shy and nervous.
c	 a police detective.

2	 Complete the description with the correct words and phrases.  There are two extra phrases.

•	 at the top
•	 behind a tree
•	 He seems nervous
•	 he’s wearing
•	 In the foreground
•	 It might be
•	 It shows
•	 on the left 
•	 Perhaps 
•	 probably
•	 They look

1______ a large old-fashioned house. It’s 2______ in England. 3______ there are some people. They’re 
eating in the garden. 4______ happy. 5______ they’re having a birthday party. In the background 6______ 
there’s a man. He’s carrying a bag. He’s standing 7______. The other people can’t see him. He’s tall and 
thin and 8______ black clothes. 9______. 
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Tapescript
Detective:	 Detective Inspector Smith.
Assistant:	 Sir?  I’ve got a photo. Maybe it can help us.
Detective:	 Describe it.
Assistant:	 It shows a large old-fashioned house … It’s probably in England. In the foreground there 

are some people. They’re eating in the garden. They look happy. Perhaps they’re having a 
birthday party.

Detective:	 Is that all? People having a party? That doesn’t help.
Assistant:	 Wait a minute! In the background on the left there’s a man. He’s carrying a bag. 
Detective:	 What’s he doing?
Assistant:	 He’s standing behind a tree. The other people can’t see him.
Detective:	 He might be the criminal. What does he look like?
Assistant:	 He’s tall and thin and he’s wearing black clothes. He seems nervous. 
Detective:	 OK, bring me the photo. Maybe I can recognise him.

Detective:	 It’s difficult to see … Ah ha!
Assistant:	 Do you recognise him, Sir?
Detective:	 Yes, I do.
Assistant:	 Who is he?
Detective:	 It’s me!

KEY

1 
1 a    2 b    3 c    4 c 

2
1 It shows    2 probably    3 In the foreground    4 They look    5 Perhaps    6 on the left    7 behind a tree    
8 he’s wearing    9 He seems nervous    


