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UNITS 5–6SKILLS TEST 3B
Name: _________________________________________    

READING SKILLS
1	 Read the film reviews and choose the best heading 

(1–7) for each text (A–E). There are two extra 
headings that you do not need.� (5 points)

1	 Clever and funny in equal measure	
2	 Stranger than fiction	
3	 Highs and lows… but more lows than 

highs	
4	 Famous faces and a big budget are not 

enough	
5	 A waste of time and money	
6	 Money well spent	
7	 Fun for all the family	

2	 Read the texts again and choose the correct answers. 
There is one question for each text.� (5 points)

1	 Sea Slickers’ screenwriters
a	have made films together recently.
b	have been successful before.
c	 are working together for the final time.
d	also star in the film.

2	 The thriller Bullet Fast
a	keeps up a very high pace.
b	 is ambitious in what it tries to achieve.
c	 tries to create interesting characters.
d	has very good action scenes.

3	 Viewers of The Other Side
a	welcomed the announcement of the remake.
b	still enjoy the original film.
c	 should spend their money on a ticket for the 

new film.
d	can see some clever improvements in the 

new film.
4	 The biopic Against the Odds

a	 shows the life of an ordinary person from an 
ordinary town.

b	depicts a person whose childhood was not 
easy.

c  has elements of comedy.
d	has a sad ending.

5  The police comedy Two in the Bag
a  has a very strong story.
b  is perfect for all viewers.
c  will win the actors more fans.
d  does not have many funny jokes.

your views, your reviews
A   Sea Slickers

It has been quite a while since their last film, but award-winning 
writers Rasmussen and Keen return to our screens in great form 
with this animated tale of adventure and romance on the high 
seas. The plot is not especially original or clever but the action is 
fast-paced, the humour smart and there is an interesting 
combination of familiar and new names amongst the cast. 
Beautifully drawn and animated and with a script full of jokes to 
appeal to all ages, this is a sure fire summer hit for children aged 
6 to 60.

 B   Bullet Fast
Even the star-studded cast cannot do much with this very one-
paced and predictable thriller. With no twists in the tail and little 
attempt at characterisation, this is chewing gum for the eyes and 
little more. If you like watching stars in an endless succession of 
(very impressive, it should be said) car chases and gunfights then 
this is the film for you, and there’s no doubt that the names on the 
poster are enough to guarantee success at the box office. But if 
you’re looking for clever dialogue and an intelligent plot then 
better look elsewhere.

C   The Other Side
When the studio announced plans to produce a new version of 
this classic film many people wondered why. After all, the original 
is seen by many as a near-perfect example of the horror genre, still 
scaring viewers decades after it was first shown. Now that the 
remake is out, after three years and tens of millions of dollars, 
viewers who see it can be forgiven for asking the same question 
because this is a worse film in every possible way. Do yourself 
a favour, find a cinema showing the original film and spend your 
money there. You won’t regret it.

 D   Against the Odds
This heartwarming biopic, based on real events, describes the 
troubles and triumphs of an autistic young man from a small town 
in Texas who grew up to be one of the United States’ greatest 
writers. There are no stars in the film but, far from being a problem, 
this is actually beneficial as it makes the story the central element. 
It is a remarkable tale, a real life story more amazing than anything 
Hollywood could invent and watching his struggles in his early life 
at home and school and his refusal to give up on his dreams is 
both disturbing and inspiring, while the film’s ending is one of the 
most emotional of the year. This is not a film for somebody looking 
for easy laughs or simple happy endings, but if you want to see an 
intelligent and emotionally powerful real-life story then this is the 
film for you.

E    Two in the Bag
Fans of Ryan Cooper and John Hill will be delighted to see them 
back together in this chaotic police comedy. The pair play two 
police officers investigating a series of disappearances but, as usual 
when these actors are paired together, the plot takes second place 
to a series of jokes and increasingly absurd situations. The film is 
rather a mixed bag, however, with a few genuinely hilarious 
moments but also many remarkably unfunny jokes along the way. 
Not their best film by a long way and recommended only for the 
pair’s hottest fans.
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SKILLS TEST 3B  UNITS 5–6

LISTENING SKILLS
1	 CD Track 4  Listen to an interview with a doctor about 

addictions. Match addictions 1–5 to descriptions A–G. 
There are two extra descriptions that you do not 
need.� (5 points)

1	 eating	
2	 chocolate	
3	 shopping	
4	 computer games	
5	 social networking sites	

A	 wanting to be better than other people is part 
of the cause of this addiction

B	 it used to be more common than it is today
C	 it affects more people because of recent 

inventions
D	 it can change how you react to other people’s 

opinions about you
E	 it can cause problems in your job
F	 it is not as serious as other addictions
G	 there are biological reasons for this addiction

2	 CD Track 4  Listen again and complete the sentences 
with one word in each gap.� (5 points)

1	 Addiction to drugs is very serious and 
____________.

2	 Food addicts get upset and ____________ 
when they can’t eat.

3	 Credit cards have helped make shopping 
a more ____________ addiction.

4	 Social networking addicts get very upset at 
any ____________ online.

5	 Addicts to social networking sites constantly 
____________ their pages to see if there is 
anything new.

COMMUNICATION
1	 Complete the sentences with one word in each gap.

� (5 points)

It goes without saying that this is a serious 
problem.

1  	You have to __________ in mind the fact that 
he was tired.

2  	The __________ of the matter is, you shouldn’t 
have done it.

3  	It’s not a good situation. On the __________ 
hand, things could be worse.

4	 You __________ to admit that he has a good 
point. 

5	 __________ can I say it without upsetting you?
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